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m Abstract. The purpose of the study is to establish the main aspects of countering illegal possession
of vehicles committed by organised groups. The methodological framework of the study is based on
empirical and theoretical research methods. Among the empirical methods used were surveys of criminal
investigation officers and investigators of the National Police of Ukraine, and analysis of data from the open
section of the Unified State Register of Court Decisions. Theoretical methods include analysis and synthesis,
analogy, comparison, and generalisation. The scientific novelty of the findings lies in the fact that the article
comprehensively, based on the use of cognitive methods and the examination of the effective practice of
the National Police of Ukraine, establishes the necessary modern aspects of counteracting the criminal
environment regarding the illegal seizure of vehicles. It is advisable to apply a system of comprehensive
measures to counteract the commission of such criminal offences through operational and tactical
forecasting of the processes taking place in the criminal environment, based on the systematic collection of
data and its analysis to help eliminate the circumstances that provide the basis for the commission of illegal
seizure of vehicles by organised groups, through operational and search and other measures to prevent
and counteract organised groups committing such crimes. Informing the population informed about the
sources, and circumstances that influence the commission of such criminal offences, about the mechanisms
of criminal behaviour of offenders will encourage citizens to participate in the prevention of such crimes
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m Introduction
Historically, the traditional domains of profession-
al crime were theft, embezzlement, banditry, and
fraud, which provided members of criminal commu-
nities with sufficient profit [1]. Most scholars ad-
dressing the issues of organised crime highlighted
the clear specialisation of types of criminal business
and emphasised that extremely high activity was ob-
served in the sphere of trafficking in narcotic drugs,
psychotropic substances and precursors, weapons,
human trafficking, trafficking in precious metals
and stones, illegal seizure of vehicles for sale [2].
In recent years, Ukrainian and international
scholars and practitioners have identified a tendency
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towards the increase in the process of intellectualis-
ation, qualification and professionalisation of crim-
inal activity. Such activities are more often char-
acterised by criminal encroachments that maximise
profits [3]. Given the recklessness and aggressive-
ness of criminal offences, criminals more often target
qualified crimes, which, on the one hand, provide
quick and maximum benefit, and on the other hand,
obstruct their timely investigation and prosecution.

Experts believe that huge criminal profits
with minimal risk and costs make the illegal vehicle
business extremely attractive for organised criminal
communities and turn it into one of the main sources
of profit. Criminal vehicle business should be consid-
ered the criminal acts committed for the aim of illegal
seizure of vehicles and selling such vehicles or their
parts for the purpose of personal illicit enrichment.

In most cases, registered crimes under Art. 289
of the Criminal Code of Ukraine are not solved,
and therefore such proceedings are not referred to
court, criminals remain unpunished and continue
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to commit criminal acts. Toughening the penalties
for the illegal seizure of vehicles does not solve the
problem of effective counteraction to such crimes.

Counteraction to these crimes has a specific
character, which is primarily due to the subject of
the relevant encroachments, and the affiliation of
the investigated “craft” to a type of organised crime.

The description of organised groups, criminal
organisations committing illegal seizure of vehicles,
provides objective awareness of law enforcement of-
ficersbothaboutindividual casesofillegal vehicle busi-
ness and about the state of combating crime in general.

Such knowledge allows law enforcement of-
ficers to analyse and forecast the crime environ-
ment, and to establish the exchange of information
about persons, and members of organised groups
who commit such illegal seizures, about the facts of
their illegal activities.

The purpose of this study is to determine the
main (important) modern aspects of counteraction
to the illegal seizure of vehicles committed by or-
ganised groups, to identify the factors that hinder
to counteract such criminal offences, to determine
the features of effective counteraction to such crim-
inal activities based on the analysis of investigative
practice, studies by Ukrainian scientists.

The scientific novelty of the findings consists
in the fact that the article comprehensively, using
the methods of cognition and studying the posi-
tive practical experience of the National Police of
Ukraine, establishes the necessary modern main
aspects of counteracting the criminal environment
regarding the illegal seizure of vehicles.

m Results and Discussion

Criminologists consider organised crime as a single
systemic set of various types of crimes committed
professionally in the form of a permanent trade by the
efforts of persons who are united in specially created
stable, well-concealed and protected from detection
formations, and an organised criminal group as a sta-
ble managed community of criminals who commit
crimes as business and have created a system of pro-
tection from social control through corruption [4].
The main feature of an organised group is sta-
bility, and of a criminal organisation — hierarchy.
According to Part 3 of Art. 28 of the Criminal
Code of Ukraine, a crime is considered to be commit-
ted by an organized group if several persons (three or
more) participated in its preparation or commission,
having previously organised into a permanent associ-
ation for the purpose of committing this and other (oth-
er) crimes, united by a single plan with the distribution
of functions of the group members aimed at achiev-
ing this plan, known to all members of the group [5].
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Organized criminal groups that specialise in
the illegal seizure of vehicles that have been operat-
ing for years have developed certain algorithms and
tactics of criminal activity, which they adhere to
when committing criminal offences. Such organised
groups operate based on role distribution according
to criminal specialisation and experience. Some of
them search for customers of the vehicles, others,
according to the customer's order, the brands of ve-
hicles, learn about the places and methods of their
storage, and collect the necessary information about
the owners and drivers of the intended vehicles, ex-
perts in electronic systems and starting the engine
disable anti-theft electronic systems and start the
engine, racers who drive the vehicle to a certain
pre-equipped place, which other persons find and
equip with “jammers”, other tools for interrupting
the factory numbers, dismantling, means of trans-
portation, etc. Also, the persons who produce false
documents, sell and legalise the profits of such ille-
gal vehicle business.

The high latency of the illegal seizure of ve-
hicles committed by organised groups is caused by
a remarkable organisation, careful planning, and
distribution of roles, depending on the criminal spe-
cialisation between the members of such a group,
discipline in execution and a high degree of conceal-
ment and disguise of criminal acts of illegal seizure
and legalisation of the vehicle [7].

The illegal activity of organised groups com-
mitting illegal seizure of vehicles tends to increase the
level of its organisation and legalisation. Participants
of organised groups related to the criminal trans-
port business systematically adopt the best practices
of criminal activity from foreign “colleagues” [8].

Analysis of criminal proceedings on the fact
of illegal seizure of vehicles committed by organised
groups has concluded that the illegally seized vehi-
cles were detected in various places. The spots are
determined by how expensive the neighbourhoods
where the vehicle was found are. Often, criminal
offenders abandon low-value vehicles in residential
areas in nearby courtyards among the cars of resi-
dents. Criminal offenders hide expensive vehicles in
pre-rented garages arranged through phones using
forged documents or straw parties.

With regard to the illegal seizure of vehicles
committed for further paid return to the owner,
such criminal offences involve primarily specialised
sectoral criminal groups and groups with a more
complex organisation, not only with a clear division
of roles but also with a pronounced hierarchy: or-
ganised criminal organisations, which in most cases
have an intra-regional character and a stable crimi-
nal influence in a particular territory.
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It is worth noting that the proceeds from the
saleoftheillegally seized vehicle are used by members
of organised criminal groups primarily for the devel-
opment and maintenance of such groups (invested in
the development of criminal transport business) [9].

Members of organised criminal groups and
criminal organisations resort to countermeasures,
they are visually familiar with the criminal police
officers who fight against the illegal seizure of ve-
hicles. Members of criminal organisations monitor
personnel changes in the police force related to this
field of service. Besides, most criminal organisations
have information about the police officers and their
personal vehicles, their make, type, state registra-
tion number plate, places of residence of some of-
ficers, their families, etc.

According to the results of the study, 68%
of operatives of the Criminal Investigation Depart-
ment, and 46% of investigators who participated in
the detection and investigation of this type of crimi-
nal offence, noted that criminals used certain meas-
ures of influence against them, ranging from threats
to bribery attempts.

Criminal structures more often use various
countermeasures to complicate the operational and
investigative activities of law enforcement agencies
and the investigation of criminal proceedings. This
actualises the need to use the complete arsenal of op-
erational and investigative forces, means and meas-
ures not only under normal circumstances but also
creating them artificially to increase the effectiveness
of the anti-crime efforts and neutralise the criminal
activity of leaders and active participants of organised
criminal groups and criminal organisations [10; 11].

Itis advisable to reinforce both internal and in-
teragency cooperation of operational and investiga-
tive and procedural activities to detect, prevent and
investigate such crimes. A satisfactory result direct-
ly depends on the extent to which law enforcement
officers are able to analyse and predict the crime en-
vironment, to establish the exchange of information
about individuals, members of organised criminal
groups, as well as the facts of their illegal activities.

Counteraction to the illegal seizure of vehi-
cles committed by organised groups and the selec-
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tion of the necessary operational and investigative
measures (which are used mainly in combination)
should be offensive and based on the recommenda-
tions of operational and investigative tactics, con-
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= Conclusions

The efficiency of counteraction to the illegal seizure
of vehicles is conditioned by both the profession-
al and organisational activities of law enforcement
officers. However, such conditionality is not fully
effective without a comprehensive approach that
includes predicting the occurrence of such criminal
offences by organised groups, identifying the factors
that encourage its detection and progress, and ap-
plying appropriate preventive measures.

The study revealed that the actions of such
criminal groups regarding the ways of committing
and concealing such crimes have become more dar-
ing, and professional skills are constantly being im-
proved and modified.

Therefore, preventive activities aimed at re-
ducing the illegal seizure of vehicles committed by
organised groups include informational and preven-
tive efforts conducted by law enforcement agencies
among the public, primarily through the media.

The promotion of propaganda among the
population, criminological expertise on the sourc-
es, circumstances that lead to the commission of
such criminal offences, the mechanisms of crim-
inal behaviour, and methods of preventing the il-
legal seizure of vehicles committed by organised
groups will contribute to the effective participa-
tion of individuals in the prevention of such crime.
Therefore, it is necessary to reinforce the interac-
tion of law enforcement agencies with the media
by raising awareness about the most recent means,
methods and tools of committing vehicle thefts and
the most common places of commission, the most
crime-prone regions, and popular brands of vehicles
among such criminal offences.
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AKTyanbHi NTUTaHHA NpoTUaii He3aKOHHUM 3aBOJIOAIHHAM
TPaHCNOPTHUMMU 3acob6aMKn, YYUHEHUM OpraHi30BaHUMM rpynamMm

OnekcaHap Bonoanmunposu4y boratukos

HarnionanipHa akazemisa BHyTpIIlIHIX clIpaB
03035, Cosom’ssHCBKa TUT0Ia, 1, M. KuiB, YkpaiHa

m AHoTamisa. MeTa cTaTTi — BCTAaHOBUTHM OCHOBHI acmeKTHW MPOTH[Iil HEe3aKOHHUM 3aBOJIOiHHAM
TPaAHCIOPTHUMM 3aco0aMU, YUYMHEHUM OpraHi30BaHMMU rpynamMu. MeTonoJioTriyHe MiArpyHTA HayKOBOI1
CTaTTi CTAaHOBJIATH EMIIiPUYHi 11 TEOpeTUYHI MeTOoau AocaigxeHH:A. Cepel eMIlipUUHUX MeTOiB BUKOPUCTAaHO
ONNTYBAHHA ONEpaTMBHUX IPaliBHUKIB KapHOTO pO3IIyKy Ta ciigunx HanioHasnbHOI mouiinii YkpaiHu,
aHaJli3 JaHWX BiAKPUTOI YaCTMHU €AMHOTO AepXaBHOTO PEECTPY CYAOBUX pillleHb. 3-NIOMiX TEOPETUYHUX
MeTO[iB 3acCTOCOBAHO aHaJli3 i CHUHTe3, aHaJorilo, MNOpPiBHAHHA, y3arajbHeHHA. HaykoBa HOBH3Ha
OTPUMAaHUX pe3yJIbTaTiB IOJIATAE B TOMY, III0 B CTaTTi KOMIJIEKCHO, Ha MiACTaBi BUKOPHUCTAHHA METOMiB
Mi3HAHHA Ta BUBUYEHHA MO3UTUBHOIO MPAaKTUYHOTO AOCBiAy HarioHasabHOI moJtilfil YKpaiHu BCTaHOBJIEHO
HeoOXiIHi Cy4YacHi OCHOBHI acleKTH NPOTHU/il KpUMiHaJIbHOMY CepeOBUINY L010 He3aKOHHUX 3aBOJIOAiHb
TPaHCNOPTHUMMU 3acobaMu. J[OIiJIbHO 3aCTOCOBYBATU CUCTEMY KOMIIJIEKCHUX 3aXO[iB MPOTUil BUMHEHHIO
TaKUX KpUMiHAJIbHUX IIPABOMNOPYIIEeHb MIJIAXOM OIlePaTUBHO-TAKTUYHOTO IIPOTHO3YBAaHHA IIPOILIECIB,
10 BiOyBalOThCA B KPHUMiHaJIbHOMY CepefoBMINi, Ha MifcTaBi cucreMaTuyHoro 36opy iHdopmarnii Ta ii
aHaJli3y W00 COPHUAHHA yCyHEHHI0 00CTaBHH, IO AAalTh MiATPYHTA BUMHEHHS He3aKOHHUX 3aBOJIOJIiHb
TPaHCNOPTHUMM 3acobaMu OpraHi3oBaHUMM IpyllaMH, LLJIAXOM IIPOBeJIeHHsA ONepaTHBHO-PO3MIYKOBUX U
IHITUX 3axXO0[iB IIOJO0 IOINepeaXeHHd Ta MPOTULil OpraHi3oBaHUM rpylaM i3 BUMHEHHA TaKUxX 3JIOUMHIB.
[TpodinakTuuHe iHPOpPMyBaHHA HaceJeHHs Npo AXepesa, 0OCTaBUHMU, 110 BIJIMBAIOTh HA BUMHEHHS TaKUX
KpUMiHaJIbHUX MPaBOMOPYIIeHb, IPO MeXaHi3MM 3JIOUMHHOI MOBEAiHKU 3JIOBMUCHUKIB CIIOHyKaTume OO
y4acTi TpOMafAH y nolepeKeHHi TaKUM 3JI0UHMHaM
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